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FCC 0CT 2 9 2004
445 12% Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

FCC - MAILROOM 18 oy

Re: MB Docket No. 04-233 DOCKET = = S0FY ORIGINAL

Dear Sirs:

It has come to my attention that there is pending action to be taken on the expanding of the
LPFM stations in that they will be allowed to take priority over current FM translator service. 1
wish to express my opposition to such a move on the part of the FCC. The K-LOVE radio
network uses the FM translator service in many areas of the United States and they provide a very
much needed service to the communities and areas served by the FM translator service.

K-LOVE radio provides a much needed service to the City of Big Spring by providing family
friendly programing with a definite spiritual content. If you know anything about the City of Big
Spring you would know that such a service is in great need! By allowing LPFM stations to take
priority over current FM translator service, would cause these area to lose a very vital source of
spiritual broadcasting. Many people each week are reached by K-LOVE and give their lives to
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Personally I feel that the K-LOVE station here in Big Spring provides a much needed service for
the citizens of the City of Big Spring. Big Spring is in desperate need of the message provided by
K-LOVE radio. The lives of the citizens of Big Spring are enriched each day and their hope and
faith in Jesus Christ is renewed and strengthened by the programming provided by K-LOVE. To
lose this station in Big Spring would be an untold shame.

Don’t allow this to happen! There are many citizens in Big Spring who are on the brink of losing
their eternal life. K-LOVE radio can and does reach many thousands of these hurting ones each
and every day.

Please do not allow these LPFM stations to take priority over the FM translator stations. The
eternal lives of many thousands of United States citizens are at stake here.

Your yery truly,
e i

Teonard & Debbie

. of Co iesrec’d\,a‘ 2

Liet ABCDE
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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of Norman Broadcasting Co., Inc., owner and licensee of Radio Station
WGNU (AM) Granite City, Illinois, I submit the following comments regarding Docket
MB No. 04-233, in the matter of Broadcast Localism.

I recall the phrase we broadcast recently as part of our own license renewal:
“WGNU is granted a license by the Federal Communications Commission to serve the
public interest as a public trustee.” WGNU has never abandoned our commitment to
serving the St. Louis metropolitan area, and to our licensed community of Granite City,
Tllinois, since our first broadcast December 1, 1961.

Following is a summary of how Radio Free St. Louis® commits itself to true
broadcast localism.

Localism in News

WGNU airs five-minute hourly local newscasts Monday through Friday from 6
A. M. to 6 P. M.—approximately five per cent of our weekday schedule. This amount
increases doubles beginning November 1%, when we add a one-hour news block at §

AM.
Localism in Commentaries

WGNU airs 90-second editorial commentaries twice a day, Monday through
Friday. These commentaries discuss such topics as include concealed-carry gun
legislation, lead poisoning, school closings that affect minority neighborhoods, police
brutality, and voter apathy. We offer reply time from those holding opposing viewpoints.
Transcripts of these commentaries and replies—are available on the WGNU website.

o O SOpiSe fec'd.—-a—“’
Liet ABCDE -

265 UNION BLVD., SUITE 1315, ST. Louws, MO 63108 P (314) 4 = 14) 454-6609
WGNU.FM.NET CALL IN LINE (214) 454-00400 1-877-920-WGNU


http://WGNU.FM.NET

Localism in Talk Programming

WGNU’S weekday caller-driven talk radio lends itself to localization more
effectively than other formats. Our talk programming from 6 A. M. to 12 midnight is
locally produced. We are also developing locally-produced overnight talk shows.

In September 2003, Lizz Brown’s weekday “Morning Wake-Up Call” focused on
an examination of financial and leadership problems in the St. Louis public schools. A
two-hour remote broadcast September 9" followed Lizz as she walked with a group of
elementary students and their parents from their closed neighborhood school to the school
where they were reassigned. This one-mile walk included crossing a busy four-lane street
with traffic signals, but without crosswalks, crossing signals or guards.

Lizz also broadcast from a school board meeting that, while ostensibly open to the
public, was scheduled for 7:30 on a weekday morning at the school board offices in
downtown St. Louis. The location was not readily accessible to the public, and the
available seats had been filled by school board employees in an effort to discourage
public participation.

Lizz’ regular Tuesday feature “Looking Black™ features a round-table discussion
with black St. Louis journalists on issues not usually discussed in the mainstream media.
Lizz also airs monthly discussions with officials of St. Louis ConnectCare, which
operates several low-income health clinics. These programs cover topics such as AIDS,
immunization, and baby and child care.

Leonardo Drisdel, host of “The Human Factor,” regularly devotes his Wednesday
program to question-and-answer sessions with area mayors and other civic leaders. Other
discussions feature representatives of the St. Louis City Health Department on topics
such as lead poisoning, vector control and immunization.

Steve Franklin, a “Party Line” host who is also a licensed psychiatrist, has tied in
National Mental Health Month each October with interviews and question-and-answer
sessions with members of the St. Louis Mental Health Association as part of his Monday
program.

Localism in Talk Hosts: Local Experts Discuss Local Issues

Through the years, we have learned that professional broadcasters do not always
make the best talk show hosts. Most of our more than 30 hosts broadcast as an avocation,
not as a vocation. They include the aforementioned psychiatrist, college professors,
attorneys, writers, small business operators, and computer experts.

Many of our interviews are inspired by suggestions from the listening audience;
we routinely listen for knowledgeable, articulate men and women from all walks of life.
Potential hosts are trained and given on-air auditions under the supervision of the
program director.



Localism in Program Content

WGNU maintains a close watch on language and program content. The program
director and general manager give final approval to all program proposals. The program
director also approves or disapproves talk show guests based on timeliness, content, and
their impact on the local audience.

Localism in Emergency Broadcasts

WGNU participates in the AMBER Alert Program and is an EAS Monitoring
Station. Alerts affecting the metropolitan area are broadcast and repeated on a timely
basis. Our local newscasts include traffic reports in morning and afternoon drive, with
additional updates as needed.

WGNU routinely reports emergency situations to the appropriate authorities. One
recent event involved a truck accident in which the roof of the trailer was sheared off
under a pedestrian walkway, causing a major backup. WGNU was the first station to
report the crash to traffic monitors; information was relayed to the local police.

Localism in Political Programming

By its caller-driven nature, most WGNU talk programming is political, with
routine discussion of local and regional issues with mayors, representatives and other
civic leaders, as well as comprehensive election coverage. The WGNU website provides
links to a number of politically-active websites as well.

Localism on the Weekend

Local religious and foreign-language programming totals 12'2 hours on Saturday
and 14 hours on Sunday—more than half of our weekend schedule. This includes live
worship services from nearly a dozen churches, plus 90-minute programs in German and
in Bosnian. The Bosnian program features a 15-minute live newscast phoned in from
Sarajevo.

“T3: Totally Talk for Teens,” is a half-hour Sunday broadcast produced by the
youth group at St. Charles Lwanga Center, a black Catholic faith ministry in north St.
Louis. “T3” features discussions on such topics as sexual responsibility, drug abuse, and
community involvement.

Localism in Community Qutreach

WGNU donates time and talent to the Madison-Venice American Legion for
many years to produce the Legion’s “Voices of Freedom” competition for middle- and
high-school students. “GNUs-2-U,” airing three to four times daily, is a free 30-second
report of activities involving church, civic and non-profit organizations.



“Party Line” frequently features short interviews (10-15 minutes each) on local
charitable and civic activities. Recent interviews promoted the “April Showers” program
sponsored by the Greater St. Louis Girl Scout Council, which collects personal care items
not collected in charity food drives; a “Supermarket of Veterans Benefits” sponsored by a
minority business; and showcased a downtown St. Louis shelter for the homeless
mentally ill.

WGNU has sponsored the Chuck Norman Christmas Party since 1976. This
annual event has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for such organizations as AARP,
The Hubert Wheeler State School for the Handicapped, and the National Association for
the Mentally Ill.

These are only a few of the many things WGNU does to provide the kind of
community service that is all too often missing from broadcast radio today.

When I joined the WGNU staff in 1974, broadcast licenses were renewed every
three years, and stations were required to ascertain not only community issues, but also to
project how much time would be given for such programming—and to provide proof in
the form of a “composite week” of actual program logs.

In the 1980’s, broadcast deregulation was a vote of confidence in the ability of
professional broadcasters to do their job and to be accountable for their performance
without micro-management. Today’s most successful broadcasters learn the problems
and needs of the communities they wish to serve even before they fill out their first
application—and they never stop learning.

Respectfully,

A

Charles E. Geer
News/Program Director
Radio Station WGNU (AM)
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o Whowm it may concern,

T am t,urijr'ms +o Yeu F@@&\”dm MR Docket 0. 04-233 .
1+ is My Concern that e STation I listen To,
.l<~LC>\}E/ may be fvced off the air bj an LPFM.
,A/l.fj %mi)\u) listens o K-LOVE  ever éaj as . do
many of ocur Priends. T+ s iXieult o Pind
a radio station wity wholesome famil J»sf\ening
and ups}o-doﬁe news., K—LOVE has 1%{5@
HCZu(a[l'“Hei and is @ seruvice To ouwe Commum“irg b(\,ﬁ
its enCoumﬁ‘\vufj VV\QSSQSQ and pcs)'Hue MuUusicC.
There are many hearts aut there In need of an
,ap)iH‘m\Cj word @and  the may noT be veached i
we should lose K—-LOVE's sfgmod. Plea se help
to keep K-LOVE on the aiv,

Thank 50“ --\Qr Hhou —Hm{ ond ComSidem*hom.

Sincerely,

Mes. Liaa R Walters
1290 MyrHe Ave. 3
| Eure)<a/ CA 9550 O
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FCC - MAILROOM | October 23, 2004

To: Federal Communications Commission,
“MB Docket No. 04-233”

DOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAL
I would like to comment on the Low Power FM issue. 1 financially support and
regularly listen to KLOVE radio station on 100.1 FM. KLOVE is important to me and to
other residents of my local community. There are very few stations that have the morals
and great music of KLOVE. There would be a negative impact if KLOVE were to be
replaced by an LPFM broadcaster, providing other programming. KLOVE is a positive,

safe radio station; continuing its availability is in the public interest.

Thank you for your consideration,

Stephanie A. Mitchell



October 21, 2004 BOCKET Fy ¢ Cory
RiG

Federal Communications Commission -

445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: MB Docket No. 04-233
To Whom It May Concern,

We have just learned that the broadcast service known as LPFM is being considered for
expansion of service which would allow new LPFM stations to take priority over current
FM translator service.
We are very concerned that this could affect many people who rely on the current
K-LOVE signal. As residents in a small community, we rely on being able to receive
K-LOVE in our location. There are not suitable replacements or “substitutes™ should an
LPFM broadcaster chose to provide other programming instead.

We really need K-LOVE.

And we believe, no, we know, that K-LOVE is in the public’s interest throughout the
entire US. Sure, we hear the great comments on the air from so many grateful listeners
across the country, but we also KNOW many grateful listeners across the country. These
friends, students, associates and family members rely on K-LOVE on a daily basis. They
are not occasional listeners that twirl the radio dial to be entertained, to give political
input to, etc. They honestly rely on the quality programming and valuable information of
K-LOVE throughout the entire day. Please give careful consideration to any proposals
that could in any way adversely effect the positive, encouraging impact that K-LOVE
brings to individuals, their families, and their communities across America. Thank you,
we appreciate your attention to this vital matter.

Sincerely,

Fm- e L‘MQ‘?

Jim and Marcy Kelly

NQ_ of Cpn:
Ligy A,g;%“fes rec'd
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RECEVED & INSPECTE
Wednesday, 20 October, 2004 , 0
DOCKE.‘ -1 ...0Cr 2y

445 12th Street SW FCC - MAILROOM
Wiashington, DC 20554

Re: MB Docket No. 04-233

To whom it may concern;

I think that it would be a grave error to cause the K-Love station to
be displaced by your LPFM Broadcasting. K-Love is listened toby many
people of various different backgrounds and relegious preferrences. Even
non-christians like to listen to the K-Love station, it is upbeat, positive and
very encouraging. There are many in my community that listen to K-Love
when they need encouragement or to have their spirits lifted.

Personally, I would not know what to do with out my K-Love radio
station. | moved here to Missourt with a medical problem that | did not
have a diagnosis for, alone to fret over what was wrong with me. Well, |
have found out that I have MS and K-Love has been a lot of help to me
mentally und spiritually. I do not have a church that I could go to closer to
me than a two hour drive and that is one way. I don't have the
transportation to get to the church so, K-Love is my church and
encouragement. Please do nel cause me Lo loose my K-Love. [ have listered
to other Christian Radio stations, but they do not have the; encouragement,
positioe oul look and music, the zest for Cod and his message like K-Loee
does. | will have the radio on K-Love all day long, not having it off much
except to read my Bible. 1 work around the house with 1t (K-Love) playing
in the background, the songs are uplifting and make the house work less of
a chore. | can be really upset and one of the K-Love personalities w:!ll come
on the air and say something that will bring a smile to my face uguin,

Please do not make me loose my K-Love Radio station with ijour
LPFM Broadcastings. I am pleading with you.

Sin W yours,
ol Vlpgan

Gravois Mills, Mo.
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445 12" St SW —

Washington, DC 20554 BOCKET FiLE ooy ORIGINAL
Kristina R Williams

5112 Montalbano Ct

Salida, CA 95368
209-543-7762

Re: MB Docket No. 04-233

I am writing to ask that the proposed expansion of LPFM stations not be allowed
to force K-LOVE, which broadcasts to our area over an FM translator (88.3 and 91.1), off
the air. I listen to K-LOVE almost exclusively. It is a very positive influence in our area.
I recommend it to a lot of people who are going through hard times. They find a positive
message and encouraging discussions on this network. Also, the station refers people to
agencies and resources where they can receive help for a wide variety of life challenges.
It is a haven for families who want their children to listen to music that encourages family
values and positive thinking about people of all races and backgrounds. Parents never
feel like they need to be afraid of what their child might hear when they are not able to
monitor their listening. There is no other station like this in our area, or most other areas,
I believe. There would be be a negative effect on our community without the influence
of the positive programming we receive on K-LOVE. Please do not allow K-LOVE to

disappear from the sound waves in our area, or across the nation.

Sincerely, -
A it ST AN i
Kristina Williams
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